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Governor Patrick, Lt. Governor Murray to join hundreds of men and boys for Jane 

Doe Inc. ceremony proclaiming March 3rd White Ribbon Day in Massachusetts 

First State House in the county to fly banner urging men to be part of solution in  

ending violence against women 

 

TODAY (Boston, MA):  The statistics are staggering: 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 6 boys are sexually 
assaulted by the time they turn 18; 1 in 3 women in the world has been beaten, sexually coerced or 
otherwise abused; and 1 in 12 women and 1 in 45 men will be stalked in their lifetime. While most men 
are not batterers, abusers, or sexual predators, we live in a society that perpetuates and makes excuses 
for male violence against women.  Accordingly, men have a particular responsibility and role to play in 
ending sexual assault and domestic violence victims – regardless of gender, gender identity and sexual 
orientation. The MA White Ribbon Day Campaign calls upon men in Massachusetts to "man up" and be 
part of the solution in ending violence against women.   
 
Craig Norberg-Bohm, Men’s Engagement Coordinator at Jane Doe Inc. (JDI), has been leading this effort 
for four years.  Norberg-Bohm remarked, “Men taking the pledge and putting on the ribbon is more than a 
symbolic gesture.  These men are committing to do more, to be leaders, to be role models and to make a 
difference.  The statistics regarding violence against women are staggering.  We're calling upon men to 
do something about it. And they are responding in myriad, positive and encouraging ways.” 
 
Governor Deval Patrick and Lt. Governor Murray will address the gathering during an indoor ceremony in 
Gardner Auditorium at 10 AM and then lead the crowd in front of the State House steps at 12 noon to 
view the unfurling of a banner featuring the MA White Ribbon Day Pledge:   “From this day forward, I 
promise to be part of the solution in ending violence against women.”   As far as Jane Doe Inc. has been 
able to determine, this is the first time that such a banner has been displayed from any State House in the 
country. 
 
The goal of this year’s proclamation event is to promote four visions for change:  the Power of 
Mentorship, The Voices of Youth, The Responsibility of Fatherhood and the Possibility of Prevention.  
Today’s event launches a week of activities around the Commonwealth. (See listing for town/city events, 
basketball games & more: http://www.janedoe.org/whiteribbonday/community_events_listing.html) 
 
White Ribbon Day is connected with an international campaign called The White Ribbon Campaign 
(WRC) that was created by a handful of Canadian men in 1991 on the second anniversary of one man's 
massacre of fourteen women in Montreal. They began the White Ribbon Campaign to urge men to speak 
out against violence against women. Today, the WRC is a worldwide campaign in over 55 countries that 
has collected well over 5 million signatures and growing. 
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Since launching the campaign in Massachusetts in 2008, Jane Doe Inc. has recruited over 400 White 
Ribbon Day Ambassadors and tens of thousands of men and boys have signed the pledge.  JDI 
spearheaded this opportunity for Massachusetts to join this international effort for human rights to 
engage men to help end violence against women, men and children. The approach is one of celebrating 
positive masculinity; inviting men and boys to be leaders to help end violence against women; and 
encouraging men and boys to contribute to a solution in any number of ways. 
 
JDI acknowledges the tremendous support from various Massachusetts based companies who have 
helped make the day a success:   VDA Productions, innovative designers and fabricators specializing in 
Event Production, Tradeshow Booth Design, Conference Stage Design, Permanent Installations and 
Themed Event Décor;  Neighborhood Health Plan; Heritage Flag; and Tin Hat Creative.  
 
“We are excited to once again work with Jane Doe Inc. to produce and sponsor this event,” said Bob 
Russo, Director of Creative Services at VDA. “We have been a proud sponsor of this event since its 
inception 3 years ago. White Ribbon Day is a men’s initiative that I feel personally very strongly about and 
I am grateful that my colleagues at VDA Productions support me in this endeavor.”  
 
JDI’S GOALS FOR WHITE RIBBON DAY 2011:   
On March 3, 2011, men throughout Massachusetts will once again speak out to help: 
 

- Change societal attitudes and beliefs that perpetuate and make excuses for violence against 
women! 
 

- Promote safety and respect in all relationships and situations! 
 
- Foster a positive image of masculinity and invite all men and boys to join in a celebration of 

personal peace and cooperation! 
 

- Build a network of resounding voices that will support and advance JDI initiatives and JDI 
members! 
 

Men and boys can take the White Ribbon Day pledge, attend a local event sponsored by a White Ribbon 
Day Affiliate or organize a pledge event on their own.  Men and boys are also encouraged to become 
White Ribbon Day Ambassadors and invite their friends and colleagues to join them.  The pledge, 
ambassador sign up and event materials are available at www.janedoe.org/whiteribbonday. The goals of 
Massachusetts White Ribbon Day extend beyond the specific date.  We welcome participants to carry 
the spirit of the campaign throughout the year. 
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